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SUBJ: RELIEF ACTIVITIES IN ASMARA 

REF: ASMARA 0371 

1. ON 2 APRIL, ECON/COMM OFF ACCOMPANIED ECON/COMM ASST ON LATTER'S 
ROUNDS AS SECRETARY OF RELIGIOUS RELIEF SERVICES ASMARA (RRSA). RRSA 
IS AN INTERFAITH COMMUNITY GROUP FORMED IN EARLY MARCH, DEDICATED 
TO HELPING SUFFERING PEOPLE IN ASMARA. THE RRSA HAS AN 

ELEVEN MEMBER EXEC COMMITTEE COMPOSED OF BOTH CHRISTIANS AND MOS- 
LEMS. 

2. THE RRSA OPERATES 13 DISTRIBUTION CENTERS COVERING 30 RESID- 
ENTIAL DISTRICTS IN ASMARA. OVER PAST MONTH GROUP HAS COLLECTED 
4000 QUINTALS OF SORGHUM FROM PHILANTHROPISTS (GRAIN MERCHANTS) 

IN ASMARA AND DISTRIBUTED IT TO 20,000 NEEDY FAMILIES (60,000 
PEOPLE). NEIGHB ORGHOOD COMMITTEES POLL THEIR AREAS AND COMPOSE 
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LISTS OF THE NEEDY. THE CRITERIA IN ORDER OF NEED ARE : 1) THOSE 
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WHO HAD NO WORK/INCOME PRIOR TO HOSTILITIES, 2) THOSE WHO DO NOT 
HAVE JOBS OR INCOME DUE TO HOSTILITIES, AND 3) THOSE WHO HAVE IN- 
SUFFICIENT INCOME. DURING COURSE OF VISITS TODAY RRSA SECRETARY 
REPRIMANDED WORKERS AT SOME DISTRIBUTION CENTERS FOR BEING TOO 
LIBERAL IN COMPOSITION OF NEEDY LIST, WHICH RESULTED IN "INDIS- 
CRIMINATE DISTRIBUTION". 

3. ACCORDING TO THE RRSA SECRETARY, THE EPMG HAS DISTRIBUTED 50 
QUINTALS OF WHEAT, OUT OF 19,000 NATIONALIZED FROM PRIVATE ERIT- 
REAN RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ASSOC, TO VILLAGERS IN QUA ZEIN, (20 
KLMS NORTH OF ASMARA). THIS GRAIN WAS ORIGINALLY DONATED FOR 
FAMINE RELIEF LEAST YEAR BY CANADA. THE ORIGINAL TOTAL WAS 40,000 
QUINTALS OF WHEAT. APPROX 21,000 HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTED EARLIER 

IN ERITREA BY RELIEF REHABILITATION ASSOC. RRSA SECRETARY 
PRESENTLY AFRAID THAT IF EPMG 

BECOMES FULLY AWARE OF RRSA, IT WILL NATIONALIZE 

ITS ASSETS, AND THAT DISTRIBUTION EFFORTS WILL TAPER OFF. 

4. INTERNATIONAL DONORS WHO WISH TO PROVIDE RELIEF SUPPLIES (GRAIN 
& MEDICINE) TO THE EPMG FOR USE IN ERITREA SHOULD BE FULLY COG- 
NIZANT OF BUREAUCRATIC RED TAPE AND EPMG SUSPICIONS 

THAT COULD IMPEDE DISTRIBUTION, EVEN AFTER SUPPLIES 
ARRIVE IN ASMARA. 

5. EXISTANCE THIS PRIVATE EFFORT SHOULD BE CLOSELY 
HELD. 

SHERRY 
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